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To be a World-Class School System. 
 
 

To provide a quality education in a safe and  
well-managed environment. 

 
INFORMATION FOR READING SUCCESS  

Reading is the core of the school day for young students. It is the goal of the 
Florida Legislature that every student read at or above grade level. This is 
because reading and comprehension are the foundations for all academic 
learning. Students need strong reading skills in order to learn in all other 
school subjects.  The third-grade reading FCAT requires students to read 
stories that are about 350 words long, correctly answer questions about 
what they have read, be able to use charts, graphs and maps, and to gather 
information to correctly answer questions. 
By the end of third grade, students are expected to be able to read indepen-
dently. This means that they can read and understand words, sentences and 
paragraphs without help. In the fourth-grade, the focus shifts from “learning 
to read” to “reading to learn” since text books become more complex and 
reading passages are longer. 
The Law- Florida law states that third graders who score at level 1 in read-
ing on the FCAT must be retained, unless there is other information that 
indicates these students can read independently.  
State law gives district school boards the authority to retain, promote, and 
graduate students. Parental approval for such placement decisions is not 
required. However, parents will be given an explanation of the information 
on which the decision was based. 
Please note - Retention does not mean that the student has failed or that the 
teacher is not working hard enough. It does mean that the student needs 
more time and more help so he/she will succeed. If we let children go fur-
ther in school without teaching them to read, then we are failing them. 
Please read to and with your child at least 5 days out of 7.  
Math facts are also an important skill that you should help your child mas-
ter.  

MISSION 

 

The School District of Lee County 

Strategic Plan 2006-2010 

VISION 
http://www.leeschools.net/dept/qcip/strat plan 06-10.pdf 



TEACHER CONFERENCES 
 

Please be mindful that beginning at 9:00 each day the teachers are busy 
working with children therefore, we request that you do not “stop in”  
to have a discussion with the teacher. The mornings and afternoons 
tend to be tempting times to talk with the teacher but please refrain.  
Classroom Visitations 
• Please call your child’s teacher to set up a convenient day and time, 

and length of visit. 
• On your arrival stop by the office, sign in, and put on a visitor’s 

sticker. 
• Please do not hold a conversation with the teacher during this visit. 

If you have questions or concerns, please schedule an appointment 
with the teacher. 

• Please do not ask to visit in a classroom other than your child’s 
room. 

Dress Code 
Since research has shown that there is a direct correlation between student dress 
and student behavior, the School District of Lee County and Gateway Elementary 
School have written the following acceptable dress standards: 
� Personal appearance shall not detract from the educational process. 
� Shoes shall be worn at all times.  Non-platform tennis type shoes should be 

worn to physical education (PE).  All shoes must have backs due to 
safety concerns. No “skate” type shoes or “flip flops are per-
mitted. 

� Apparel shall be adequate in both length and coverage to be considered 
appropriate for school (shorts and skirts need to be fingertip length or 
longer). 

� Pants shall be worn fastened at the waist and the correct length (may not 
drag on ground). 

� Shirts or blouses shall be appropriately fastened.  The length shall extend 
beyond the waist level. Long oversized jerseys are prohibited. 

� Transparent or see-through tops, bare midriff, strapless, low-cut clothing, or 
tops and outfits that provide minimum coverage or are of suggestive nature 
are prohibited; halters, backless dresses or tops, tube tops, tank tops, muscle 
shirts, or any clothing which may be distracting are prohibited.   

� Any articles of clothing or jewelry that could likely cause injury, such as belts, 
chain bracelets, rings, chokers with or without spikes, or studs, are 
prohibited.  Wallet chains of any length are prohibited.  Earrings should be no 
larger than 1/2 inch. 

� Apparel or symbols which may be gang or cult-related are prohibited. 
����    Adornments which are attached or pierced to exposed body parts other than 

the ears are prohibited.  Hair color other than colors that look natural 
are prohibited. 

� Clothing with slogans or advertising which, by its controversial or obscene 
nature, disrupts the educational setting is prohibited. 

� Hats, caps, scarves, or sunglasses are encouraged to be worn 
during outdoor P.E. classes and recess (PPA); otherwise they 
are prohibited. 

� We encourage use of sunscreen, which should be applied at 
home each morning your child will attend P.E.  

With your help we can provide a quality environment for all of our 
students. 
 

Change of AddressChange of AddressChange of AddressChange of Address    
Inform the office if your address or phone number changes.  The county 
requires proof of address change in the form of a utility bill, lease, deed 
agreement, etc. Bus changes cannot be made without your legal ad-
dress change information. Now that we are using Parent Link to com-
municate with you by telephone or email it is really important that we 
are given these changes too.  This will also help us with communication, 
especially in case of an emergency. 

USE OF TELEPHONES BY STUDENTSUSE OF TELEPHONES BY STUDENTSUSE OF TELEPHONES BY STUDENTSUSE OF TELEPHONES BY STUDENTS    
 Children may not call home for forgotten Practice Work or 
permission slips for after-school activities.  It is the child's 
responsibility to remember these items. Transportation 
arrangements should be made before coming to school.  
Forgotten homework may not be faxed to the school. 

 



 

 GATEWAY CAFETERIA  
 

Breakfast and hot lunch choices will be served daily.  The current prices are: 
  

   Breakfast                               $1.00 
   Reduced Breakfast .30 
   Lunch 2.00 
   Reduced Lunch .40 
   Milk-Juice .40   

Breakfast and lunches may be paid for daily or in advance.  Students who pay on a daily basis will need to put their 
name on their money and place it in the cafeteria money bag each morning as they enter class.  Prepayment for breakfast and lunches is expected.  
Checks should be made payable to Gateway Elementary School.  Indicate your child's first, last name, and put the word “lunch” on the check face.  
Parents are encouraged and always welcome to have lunch with their child(ren).  Please sign in at the office first. You may view your child’s lunch/
breakfast  account on ParentLink (see front cover). 
 

State Law does NOT allow us to charge breakfast/lunch.  If you realize your child does not have breakfast/lunch money please call 768-3737 and 
ask to speak with the cafeteria.   PTA does set-up a loan fund for students without money, please remember to repay the PTA loan so that we can 
continue to feed all students who forget their money. The office will call to remind you of the amount you owe but you may also look on ParentLink 
at http://parentlink.leeschools.net to check your child’s balance. 
 

  Adults/Preschoolers 
  Breakfast       $ 1.40 
  Lunch                3.10 

SCHOOL STORE 
 

The school store is open each morning between  
9:00-9:15  AM.  Here are a few commonly purchased items: 

 
   Composition Book .......... $1.50 
   Pencil (designer)..............     .25 
   Pencil (regular)…………..      .10 
             Scissors ......…          up to   2.50 
             Crayola 24 ct. crayons ...   2.00 
   Crayola 16 ct. crayons …     1.50 
             Glue stick .......................     .50 
             Folders (regular)      .50  
   Folders (designer) ..........   1.00 
   Notebook paper 150 ct….    2.00   
          Spiral Notebooks…………   1.00 

  



SCHOOL DAY 
The school day for students begins promptly at 9:15 A.M. and ends at 3:30 P.M.  Students should 
arrive no earlier than 9:00 A.M.   
 

Between 9:00 A.M. and 9:15 A.M. students should report directly to class or to breakfast.  Academics 
begin promptly at 9:15 A.M. and any child arriving after that time is tardy and must sign in at the office.   
Dismissal begins at 3:25 P.M. for parent pick-up and 3:30 P.M. for buses. If you must come into the school 
after 2:45 P.M. please park in a designated parking spot, the curb area is reserved for occupied vehicles 
awaiting dismissal.  At parent pick-up please remain in your vehicle until your child is escorted to the car by an 
adult.  Students are not allowed to cross to the parking lot alone.  Also, please do not park and walk 
around the fence to drop off  or pick up your child.  This is very unsafe.  Remember, "Buckle Up".   
 
  

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM  
 

The day care program at Gateway Elementary School is designed to offer safe, convenient and meaningful 
activities to students who require supervision before and after regularly scheduled school hours.   The program 
runs from 7:00-9:00 A.M. and 3:30-6:00 P.M. each day school is in session.  Gateway Elementary School 
employees serve as supervisors in this fee-based program.  You may contact the front office to obtain the 
charges for this program.  Parents MUST PRE-REGISTER and pay a $10.00 registration fee.  State law 
requires pre-payment towards each child’s account. Balances are not permitted to exceed a one week period. 
Your child will be excluded from the program if your balance exceeds the one week period. 
 
 
The students are involved in a variety of activities which include the following: 
 

 
1.  Games 

2.  Computer Activities 
3.  Homework & Tutorial 

4.  Physical Activity 
5.  Free Play 

6. Arts & Crafts 
Page 1 

 



BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES FOR  
STUDENTS 

In the Classroom:  Students will follow the teacher's 
classroom rules.  Each teacher will communicate 
precisely how students are expected to behave in 
each activity.  Consequences for misbehavior in the 
classroom are at the discretion of the teacher.  When 
students are trying their best, this effort will be 
acknowledged by the teacher. 
••••    In the Halls, Cafeteria, Outside Areas, and on 
Buses:  Students are encouraged to behave in a 
way that respects the physical safety and 
emotional security of themselves and others. 

••••    Severe Misbehavior:  Four categories of 
misbehavior that will result in the student being 
immediately sent to the office, parents being 
notified or perhaps other consequences include: 

 
1......... Any physically dangerous behavior (assault, 

fighting, etc.). 
2......... Any illegal act (stealing, cheating, weapons on 

campus, etc.) 
3......... Open disrespect of a staff member or 

insubordinate behavior such as refusing to 
accept consequences of misbehavior. 

4......... Harassment/bullying of any type (verbal or 
physical) 

 
  

DISCIPLINE AND  
MOTIVATION  

Every person at Gateway Elementary School is expected to treat all others with 
dignity and respect.  Staff and students will all work together to help each person in 
our school reach his/her full potential.  Any behavior or action which interferes with 
student learning and development will be handled by an adult supervisor.  Should 
problems occur, the student will be asked to look at his/her own behavior and 
strategies will be developed by the administration, teacher, student and/or parent.  
When every person in our school is doing his/her best, the school becomes an 
exciting place where academics, high expectations, and critical thinking can be 
achieved. 
 All are encouraged to actively work on the following goals: 

Be in school on time every day 
Do your best 

Be cooperative and respectful 

ITEMS TO LEAVE HOME  
Lee County School District has “0” tolerance for fights, sexual harassment and/or 

weapons on campus. 
 
Lee County School Board policy states:  No student shall possess any kind of 
firearm, knife, "fireworks", fingernail clippers or other weapon on school 
grounds.  No student shall possess, use, sell or give away any tobacco products 
or chemical substances on school grounds. 
 
It is requested that parents refrain from allowing children to bring such articles as 
valuable jewelry, watches, radios, toys, toy weapons, pets, candy and chewing gum 
to school. 
CD Players, Game Boys, MP3, iPods and laser pens are also NOT allowed to be on 
the bus or to be brought to school.  Cell phones are allowed on campus but must be 
TURNED OFF  and kept in the backpack. 
 

Safety Issues  as per district policy 
 
Only Mylar helium balloons are allowed on school campuses, at 

school functions, and on school transportation. 
  

 

                                 CRIME STOP 332-5555 
Through the use of a 24 hour ANONYMOUS hotline any student 
with information about a potential or serious crime may tell what 
they know WITHOUT giving their name or any personal 
information. NO latex balloons 

allowed on campus 

NO! 



Riding a Lee County School district bus is a privilege — not a right.   When a student creates a safety problem he/she may lose his/her 
privilege of riding the bus. To ensure each child's safety it is absolutely necessary for every student to obey the bus driver.  When a student 

cannot follow the rules on the bus, the principal has the right to suspend him/her from riding the bus.  It then becomes the obligation of the  
parent to transport the student to and from school. 

School Bus Safety 
1 .........The driver is in full charge of the bus.   The student must obey the 

driver and/or school bus monitor. 
 
2. ........Students shall keep assigned seats at all times with arms and head 

inside the bus. 
 
3. ........Eating, drinking, or chewing gum WILL NOT  be allowed on the 

school bus. 
 
4. ........Anything that interferes with student safety WILL NOT  be 

allowed:  fighting, profanity, abusive language, large or sharp 
objects, fireworks, balls, bats, radios, CD players, game boys, MP3, 
iPODS, animals, glass containers, etc.  Cell phones must be 
turned off and kept in the backpack. 

 

School Bus Stop Safety 
Students shall: 
1. .......Be at the bus stop five minutes before the bus arrives, waiting in a 
safe place clear of traffic and ten feet from where the bus stops.  There is no 
supervision provided at the stop by the school system;  therefore, it is the 
responsibility of parents to monitor a child’s safety and behavior at the 
stop. 
 
2.  ......Act in an orderly fashion and avoid playing. 
 
3.  ......Cross the roadway in front of the bus after the bus has stopped and 
students have looked at the driver for a hand signal, and they have looked 
in both directions for traffic — left, right, left. 
 

 

 
If your child's bus does not arrive on time or you have a problem with a 
driver, please call East Zone Transportation at 693-1515.  The 
supervisor has radio contact with all buses.  
 
A student may be assigned to only one home bus and/or one daycare 
bus. In the case of joint custody the parents must choose from which 
home the child will be bused. 
 
Permission for a student to ride the bus other than the one assigned, or to 
get off at a stop other than the one assigned, will be approved only in 
cases of emergency and only by an administrator.   
Riding other buses for the purpose of going home with friends, going to 
nonschool meetings and clubs, and other personal conveniences will not 
be approved. 
 
Students will be refused transportation if they do not have a SCHOOL 
BUS SPECIAL REQUEST.  A special request may be obtained from the 
office. It must be filled out from a parental request, and should be taken 
care of before 11:00 AM.  The special request must be given to the bus 
driver before getting on the bus.         

        Consequences for Inappropriate Bus Behavior 
 
1st Offense - The student will receive a verbal warning.  The 
principal or assistant principal will conference with the student.  
The bus driver will fill out and send home a Parent Notification 
letter. 
2nd Offense/3rd Offense - The student will receive a second 
Parent Notification letter from the bus driver.  The parents/
guardian will be notified by the school of the second/third 
offense. 
4th/Additional Offenses - The student may receive a one day or 
more bus suspension, internal suspension or in-school time out. 



ILLNESS AT SCHOOL  
 

Each school receives the services of a registered professional school 
nurse at least one day per week and a clinic assistant five days a 
week.  The school nurse is available to assist parents and students 
with the management of student health problems in school.  
Students who become ill will be cared for in the school clinic by the 
clinic assistant until able to return to class or until taken home by 
the parent or guardian. 
 
It is important that the clinic knows who to contact in the case of 
illness or emergency at school.  Emergency forms completed during 
the first days of school should include this information.  Please 
remember to notify the school should this information 
change. 
 
If a child has a chronic illness such as asthma, or an allergy, it is the 
parent's responsibility to give this information to the teacher and 
the nurse. 
 
As part of the School Health Services Program, students will receive 
the following health screening services:  Vision, Hearing, Height 
and Weight Screening and periodic Pediculosis Screenings .   
Ability to learn can be affected by vision, hearing or general health.  
Health screening tests are not diagnostic, but are designed to 
identify students who  need further evaluation. 
 

MEDICATION  
 
State law mandates the following procedures be followed if your child 
needs medication administered at school: 
 
1. ........... Medication may be taken at school only if failure to take it could 

jeopardize the student's health. 
2. ..........Parents must complete a PARENT PERMISSION FOR 

MEDICATION form available from the school clinic. 
3............If medication is to be given in school longer than 2 weeks, a 

statement from the attending physician must also be provided on 
the PHYSICIAN'S PERMISSION FOR MEDICATION form 
supplied by the school. 

4. ..........Prescription medication must be brought to school in the original 
container with the pharmacy label. This medication must be kept in 
the school clinic. 

5...........ABSOLUTELY no over the counter medication 
(aspirin, aspergum, cough drops, cough syrup, 
decongestants, etc.) will be given without a 
WRITTEN STATEMENT from the doctor.  It is 
against Lee County School Board Policy for  any 
child to have prescription or nonprescription 
medications in the classroom or in a backpack.  

 
 

 

PEDICULOSIS (HEAD LICE)  
Parents understandably feel panicked when they hear their child has head lice.  If you’re like most parents, you’re likely to ask, “How could my 
child get lice?”  The fact is that any place where children spend time together — in school, day care, or play groups — head lice can invade and 
spread.  Head lice is more common than most people think.   About 10 million children get head lice each year, so you are not alone. 
 
If you find that your child has Pediculosis (lice), please call the school immediately so that steps may be taken to prevent the lice from 
spreading.  A child who has Pediculosis will be sent home for treatment.  A referral and proof of treatment form will be sent with the child.  A 
parent must accompany the child upon returning to school with proof of treatment (label, box, etc.) and proof of treatment form.  No child 
will be allowed back in class until cleared through the clinic.   If you have any questions, please call the school office. 
 



MEDIA SERVICES  
 

 

The Media Center is open to all students during 
the school day.  Boys and girls are encouraged 
to visit the center to check out books, do 
research, read for pleasure on a daily basis, and 
take AR tests.   
 
Also offered is group instruction which includes:  
storytime,  library skills, reference and research, 
and motivational reading programs. These are 
scheduled with the Media Specialist according 
to student/teacher needs. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 

Physical Education is a required subject.  No child will be excused from this 
class without a written excuse from a parent.  A doctor's excuse must be 
obtained if a child is to be excused for a period to exceed 3 days. 
Caps and sunglasses are encouraged to be included in school attire during 
outdoor activities.  When students come indoors these articles must be removed 
and placed in the student’s own book bag or other designated storage area. 
 
Sunscreen is also encouraged.  Please follow these guidelines: 
• Sunscreen should be applied at home before the student dresses for school.  

This will provide protection to the student while going to school as well as 
during the rest of the day. 

• Sunscreen should not be sent to school.  There are products on the market 
which last for long periods of time.  

• A minimum of SPF 15 is suggested but no more than SPF 30 is needed.  
Higher SPF ratings produce limited additional protection. 

Shatterproof plastic U.V. protective sunglasses are recommended for all outside 
activities.  Polycarbonate lenses provide the utmost impact resistance.   U.V. 
coating for all prescription lens is appropriate. 

LOST AND FOUND 
 
Please be careful to label all items brought to 
school such as coats, jackets, backpacks, 
lunch boxes, etc.  Also, encourage your child 
to inquire about lost items.  Lost items such 
as jewelry, eyeglasses and billfolds will be 
kept in the school office.  Other items such as 
clothing and lunch boxes will be kept in the 
cafeteria.  All items left at the end of each 
semester will be donated to charity.  Each 
year we send numerous items to charity due 
to lack of labeling.  

Hurricane Preparedness 
The School District of Lee County will always consider student and staff safety of 
primary importance when making a decision to close school.  When there is a clear 
threat of danger, the decision to close school will be made around 4:00 A.M. and 
announced through NBC-2, WINK, ABC-7 TV morning news shows, and via 
NOAA Weather Alert Radios.  Parents and staff should listen to local media 
beginning at 5:00A.M. for the latest information pertaining to school closings 
during severe weather months. 



SCHOOL CORRESPONDENCE 
All correspondence to the school (notes, checks, etc.) must state the 
name of each child and teacher and  what the check is to be applied 
towards (breakfast, lunch, daycare, fundraiser, etc.). 
 

TRANSPORTATION CHANGES 
 
All parents must supply the office with specific All parents must supply the office with specific All parents must supply the office with specific All parents must supply the office with specific 
information on how their child(ren)information on how their child(ren)information on how their child(ren)information on how their child(ren) will be going home  will be going home  will be going home  will be going home 
from school.  If there is from school.  If there is from school.  If there is from school.  If there is ANY ANY ANY ANY change in the way their change in the way their change in the way their change in the way their 
child(ren) go home, we child(ren) go home, we child(ren) go home, we child(ren) go home, we MUSTMUSTMUSTMUST have a note with specific  have a note with specific  have a note with specific  have a note with specific 
instructions.  (This note must be received in the office by instructions.  (This note must be received in the office by instructions.  (This note must be received in the office by instructions.  (This note must be received in the office by 
the morning of the change in order to clear up any the morning of the change in order to clear up any the morning of the change in order to clear up any the morning of the change in order to clear up any 
questions that may arise. )questions that may arise. )questions that may arise. )questions that may arise. ) IF WE DO NOT GET A  IF WE DO NOT GET A  IF WE DO NOT GET A  IF WE DO NOT GET A 
NOTE, YOUR CHILD MUST GO HOME THE NOTE, YOUR CHILD MUST GO HOME THE NOTE, YOUR CHILD MUST GO HOME THE NOTE, YOUR CHILD MUST GO HOME THE 
NORMAL WAYNORMAL WAYNORMAL WAYNORMAL WAY....        
Adults should be prepared to show identification when Adults should be prepared to show identification when Adults should be prepared to show identification when Adults should be prepared to show identification when 
picking up children from school.  Office staff may only picking up children from school.  Office staff may only picking up children from school.  Office staff may only picking up children from school.  Office staff may only 
release students to the legal guardian or person (s) named release students to the legal guardian or person (s) named release students to the legal guardian or person (s) named release students to the legal guardian or person (s) named 
on the emergency card, unless authorized by the legal on the emergency card, unless authorized by the legal on the emergency card, unless authorized by the legal on the emergency card, unless authorized by the legal 
guardian in writing.guardian in writing.guardian in writing.guardian in writing. 

Parent Pick-Up Instructions 
All adults on campus who are not school district employees must sign in at the office 
and wear a visitor or volunteer badge. 
 
Morning Drop-off: 
1.   Use the parent drop-off area in the front of the school for morning arrival.      

 (not the bus ramp area) Please pull forward, as far as possible and let 
 children exit from the passenger side of vehicle only.   

2.  If you need to exit your vehicle or walk with your child,  
 please park in the visitor parking lot only. 
3.  Do not use the back parking lot to drop-off students. Delivery and   

 maintenance vehicles, and support staff    
             arrivals make this area unsafe for students. All gates will remain locked all 
 days. 
Afternoon Pick-up: 
 1. One line of cars only in the parent pick-up area.  All drivers   
            must remain in vehicles. Students will be escorted to your car. 
 Do not get out of your car to walk over & pick up students. 
 2.  Move forward in the parent pick-up line after the vehicle in front of   
            you has pulled away. 
 3. Parking is allowed in the visitor parking lot for those who need to exit the 
 vehicle, not in the grass area along parent pick-up. 
 4.         In the afternoon when the parent pick-up line is long, traffic must be  
 rerouted to the back driveway to keep cars from backing up on     
             Griffin Drive.  Please do not block handicapped spots or   
             cut into the line. (See diagram to the right) 
 
 

Notes/Party Invitations 
The only  correspondence the school/teacher may hand out from parents is party 
invitations but only if there is an invitation for every student (boys and/or girls) 
in the class.  



REPORT CARD/INTERIMS/PARENT  
CONFERENCES 

 
The Lee County District operates on a nine week grading period.   
 
Report Cards:  Grades K-2 give letter grades except  in the areas of social studies, science and specials (PE, 
Art, Music), which are given S, N, and U grades.  Grades 3- 5 use letter grades for all subjects except 
specials which will be graded S, N, and U.  Kindergarten  report cards are developmentally based, and are 
age appropriate.  Upon receiving the report card each quarter, please sign the cut-off portion and return 
it to school.  You may also go on to ParentLink to view your child’s grades throughout the quarter.  
 

Interim Reports are sent home once each quarter for all students so that you will be aware of your child’s 
academic progress.  See the dates on the calendar part of this handbook. 
These reports should be signed and returned to school within 10 days of their issuance.  (See October of 
this handbook.)  You may also go on to ParentLink to view your child’s progress.  
 
 

RtI (Response to Intervention) Your child(ren) will be monitored closely throughout the year using the 
State’s new program called FAIR. This assessment will help determine possible success on standardized 
testing. If your child is found to be a min or sub, you will be receiving notification of a meeting to discuss 
your child’s needs. At this meeting a team will review your child’s assessments and develop a plan to 
improve his/her  skills in reading and/or math. We NEED you there as part of our team.  
 
 

Parent Conference:  Informal, one-on-one conferences regarding student  progress are encouraged, as 
necessary.  Appointments must be made to coincide with the teacher's schedules.  This should be done by 
contacting the individual teacher at 768-3737.  Parents are encouraged to attend Parent Information Night 
on September 22 and Student Led Conferences January 20 and/or 21.  

 
PRACTICE WORK   -  (HOMEWORK)  

 
Practice Work is an integral part of the total academic program for each student in kindergarten through grade five.  Your child's teacher 
will inform you of the Practice Work policy for his/her grade level.  It is hoped that each parent or guardian will support this policy and 
provide a time and a place suitable for studying.  Establishing a set time each day for studying at home will help your child develop strong 
study habits.  
 
 



 

Examples of conduct which may constitute harassment because of national origin or ethnicity include: 
• graffiti containing offensive language which is derogatory to others because of their national origin or 

ethnicity; 
• threatening or intimidating conduct directed at another  because of the other’s national origin or ethnicity; 
• jokes, name calling, or rumors based upon an individual’s national origin or ethnicity; 
• ethnic slurs, negative stereotypes, and hostile acts which are based upon another’s national origin or eth-

nicity; 
• written or graphic material containing ethnic comments  or stereotypes  which is posted or circulated and 

which is aimed at degrading individuals or members of protected classes; 
• a physical act of aggression or assault upon another because of, or in a manner  reasonably related to, 

ethnicity or national origin; 
• other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to property which is motivated by national 

origin or ethnicity. 
Harassment because of disability: 
Harassment because of the disability of a student consists of verbal or physical conduct relating to an individ-
ual’s physical or mental impairment when: 
1. the harassing conduct is so severe, persistent or pervasive that it affects a student’s ability to participate in 

or benefit from an educational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, threatening, or abusive 
educational environment; 

2. the harassing conduct has the purpose of substantially or unreasonably interfering with an individual’s 
work or academic performance.; or 

3. the harassing conduct otherwise adversely affects an individual’s learning opportunities. 
Examples of conduct which may constitute harassment because of disability include: 
• graffiti containing offensive language which is derogatory to others because of their physical or mental 

disability; 
• threatening or intimidating conduct directed at another because of their physical or mental disability; 
• jokes, rumors, or name calling based upon an individual’s physical or mental disability; 
• slurs, negative stereotypes, and hostile acts which are based upon another’s physical or mental disability; 
• graphic material containing comments  or stereotypes which is posted or circulated and which is aimed at 

degrading individuals or members of protected classes; 
• a physical act of aggression or assault upon another because of, or in a manner reasonably related to an 

individual's physical or mental disability; 
• other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to property which is motivated by an individ-

ual’s physical or mental disability. 
If any words or actions make you feel uncomfortable or fearful, you need to tell a teacher, counselor, the princi-
pal, or the equity coordinator. 
 
You may also make a written report. It should be given to a teacher, counselor, the principal, or the equity coor-
dinator. 
 
Your right to privacy will be respected as much as possible. 
 
We take seriously all reports of sexual harassment and harassment based upon race, color, rational origin, and 
disability, and will take all appropriate action to investigate such claims to eliminate that harassment and to 
discipline any persons found to have engaged in such conduct. 
 
The School District will also take action if anyone tries to intimidate you or take action to harm you because 
you made such a report. 
 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND HARASSMENT BASED ON RACE, COL OR, NATIONAL ORIGIN 
AND DISABILITY ARE AGAINST THE LAW.  DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RACE, COLOR AND 
NATIONAL ORIGIN  IS AGAINST THE LAW. 

HARASSMENT BASED UPON SEX, RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL OR IGIN  
AND DISABILITY 

Everyone who works and learns in The School District of Lee County has a right to feel respected and 
safe. A harasser may be a student or an adult. Harassment may include the following when related to 
sex, race, national origin, or disability: 
Sexual Harassment: 
Sexual harassment consists of unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, sexually motivated 
physical conduct, or other verbal or physical conduct or communication of a sexual nature when submission to 
that conduct is used as a factor in decisions concerning educational opportunities, awards, grades, and other 
opportunities provided by the School District. Examples of conduct which may constitute sexual harassment 
include: 
• touching oneself sexually or talking about one’s sexual activities in front of others; 
• coercing, forcing or attempting to coerce or force the touching of anyone’s intimate parts; 
• sexually dirty jokes or gestures; 
• graffiti of sexual nature or notes and cartoons of a sexual nature; 
• forcing or attempting  to coerce or force sexual intercourse or a sexual act on  another person; 
• unwelcome touching, patting, pinching, or physical contact other than necessary restraining of pupil(s) 

by school personnel to avoid physical harm to persons or property; 
• offensive or graphic posters or book covers; 
• violent acts, or 
• unwelcome sexual behavior or words, including demands for sexual favors, accompanied by implied or 

overt promises of preferential treatment with regard to an individual’s employment or educational status. 
Harassment because of race or color: 
Racial harassment of a student consists of verbal or physical conduct relating to an individual’s race or 
color, when: 
1. the harassing conduct is sufficiently severe, persistent or pervasive that it affects a student’s ability to 

participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, threatening 
or abusive educational environment; 

2. the harassing conduct has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably interfering with an 
individual’s academic performance; or 

3. the harassing conduct otherwise adversely affects an individual’s learning opportunities. 
Examples of conduct which may constitute harassment because of race or color include: 
• graffiti containing racially offensive language; 
• name calling, jokes, or rumors; 
• threatening or conduct directed at another because of the other’s race or color; 
• notes or cartoons; 
• racial slurs, negative stereotypes, and hostile acts which are based upon another’s race or color; 
• written or graphic material containing racial comments or stereotypes which is posted or circulated and 

which is aimed at degrading individuals or members of protected classes; 
• a physical act of aggression or assault upon another because of, or in a manner reasonably related to, 

race, or color; 
• other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to property which is motivated by race or 

color. 
Harassment based upon National Origin or Ethnicity: 
Ethnic or national origin harassment of a student consists of verbal or physical conduct relating to an 
individual’s ethnicity or country of origin or the country of origin of the individual’s parents, family 
members or ancestors when 
1. the harassing conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects a student’s ability to participate 

in or benefit from an educational program or activity, or creates an intimidating, threatening, or abusive 
educational environment; 

2. the harassing conduct has the purpose or effect of substantially or unreasonably interfering with an 
individuals work or academic performance, or 

3. the harassing conduct otherwise adversely affects an individual’s learning opportunity. 
 
 



 

The School Board of Lee County believes that attendance is crucial for 
academic success. 
1. Attendance Standard 

a.) All students are expected to be on time and present each day school is 
open during the school year. 

b.) The school principal or designee is the only person authorized to excuse 
a student's absence. 

2. Process and Procedures 

a.) The following school-related events are not considered as absences: aca-
demic competitions, field trips, athletic events, testing for District and/or State 
mandated tests, school-based award ceremonies, award breakfasts or 
lunches from local, community or State sponsored clubs, School Board ap-
proved activities, internal suspension, and/or other school-sponsored activi-
ties. 

b.) When a student is absent, the parent/guardian must contact the principal 
or designee and explain why the student is absent from school and the par-
ent/guardian must provide a note specifying the date(s) and the reason(s) for 
the absence upon the student's return to school. 

Excused Absence 
The principal or designee for the following reasons may excuse absence 
from school: 

Religious instruction, religious holidays, or holy days - the parent/guardian 
shall give advanced written notification to the principal when a student shall 
be absent for religious reasons. 
Sickness, injury, death in the family, or long-term illness verified by a physi-
cian's note - the statement from the physician may address past and antici-
pated absences from school for chronic illnesses. 
Student meetings that are scheduled by school personnel. 
Other unique situations as presented on a case-by-case basis to the princi-
pal. 
 

Unexcused Absence 
An unexcused absence is any absence, which has not been prearranged and approved by the 
principal, or designee and is not defined as excused in this policy. 
For each unexcused absence, or absence for an unknown reason, the principal or designee 
must contact the home after the 3rd day  to determine the cause of the absence. 

Excessive Absence or Tardiness 

Where a student is at-risk academically, all excused and unexcused absences shall be con-
sidered when determining excessive absences. 

The following number of days shall be deemed excessive absences: 

In kindergarten through grade 8, 19 or more absences per year is excessive. 
When a student accumulates an excessive number of absences (as defined by grade level) 
and additional absences occur which are caused by illness, a written statement from a physi-
cian verifying that the absence was caused by an illness must be submitted by the parent or 
guardian. 

Excessive tardiness or early release from school shall be defined as six or more tardies or 
early releases in one quarter.  Tardies or releases shall be excused for illness, medical or 
dental treatment, or other reasons for which absences may be excused. 

Denial of Credit or Retention Due to Excessive Absence and/or Tardiness: 

If an elementary or middle school student accrues 19 or more unexcused  or excused ab-
sences where the student is at-risk academically within a school year, the student shall be 
referred to the Child Study Team at the school to determine whether the student shall be pro-
moted. 
All students who have excessive tardies (six or more per quarter) may be referred to the Child 
Study Team to be considered for possible retention or loss of credit. 
When a school-based Child Study Team recommends that an elementary student not be pro-
moted, a student, parent or guardian has the right to appeal that decision to the District Ap-
peals Committee. 
Appeals forms may be obtained at any school or from the District Office. 

Habitually Truant Students: 

A habitual truant is defined as a student who has 15 unexcused absences within 90 calendar 
days, with or without the knowledge or consent of the student's parent or legal guardian. 
 
Students shall not be treated differently with regard to attendance on the basis of their 
race, color, gender, religion, or national origin. 

School Hours & Attendance Policy 
9:00 students enter building 

9:15 SCHOOL BEGINS:  students arriving  
after this time are tardy and must sign in at the office. 

3:30 Dismissal  


